P

THE VERMONT PH@ENIX, BRATTLEBORO, FRIDAY, JANUARY 7, 1910.

9

PROPOSED CHANGES IN CONSTITUTION

Commission Appointed Under Joint Resolution of Legislature Re-
ports to Gov. Prouty---Removal of Time Lock and Election of
State Officers in November Among the Recommendations

i Hxeellenos,
(reorge H. Prouly,

Governer of Vermont :
The Commi=sion .lppn:uul:ll by You, un-
-I.‘1| the authority of a Joint R-»nnlu!flun
(No. 318 approoved Novemboer 1th, 18,
Lo progure and *l]'f‘l‘l]' Vi thie next penalon
el e general  assembly prupu»‘.lln_ul'
amendment to the constitution of Ver-
mont, with suggestions in support of the
sart, hiave the hotwor o priment the
[ollowing

PROPOBAL ONE;

That Bectlon 1 of Aftiele (%) of the
Amendments Lo the Conutitution  be
amended to read as follows:

cAarticte (25, Section 1. At aby weaalon
of the general amwembly of this Etate
the Bennte may, by a vote of o mikjority
of Its  members,  make proposals of
améndment 1o the constitution of the
sate * * o7

wontinuing
mAME WS NOW.)

through  Sectlon 1 the

The chunge b our copstitution must
pnevded it the present time Is 10 remove
the reatriction which prévents any pro-
posain of amendmeants aftener than onee
in tet years., Thiy provision I# In the
aih Article of Amendment, adopted In
1570, and s popularly known as the “thne
loek cluume.'"

It ought not to be necessary to change
frequently the fundamentual law of @
state.  Much of the respeet sotorded o
eonstitution 18 Jdue to lis perminency
The accepted ways to save constitutions
(rom rapld changes At the mere whim of
A mijority are to require that proposais
of change shall be adopted by i consld-
ernble majority of the voters or he plissed
upen more than ones or be approved in
more than one Wiy,

The constitution of the United States
wis In the nature of n compromise ¢on-
tenet and there were apeclal reasons for
guarding it agalnsdt sudden and unnecess
gary changes; but theére I8 no restriction
in it, except a limitation long since ex-
plred, upon the time when proposiis of
amendment mny be muade Nor do we
know of kny other siate that has at-
tempted to tie its own handg as the staty

of Vermotit has done by the time lock
alp use

The great cHatiges occurring In the
fife of this state, In common Wwith the
whole ocountry, ralse novel questlong
which must be mot as they arlse, We are
utterly oppossd to the spirit, in recent
veurds manifest In some of the newer

wtites, of loading up W constitution with
mutters which belong to the stutute
pooks only. The method and namber of
times of conslderation requisite for con-
stitutionn) changes should continus to
be exacting: but being so safe-guarded
the people should be free to make such
changed an the occasion requires.  We
are much more likely to hold conserya-
tive, wife and sane changes if the possi-
bility of making them always exiats than
I every tenth sear the legislature Is
compelled to propose all the changes
which can possibly he required dauring
the followling decanniul.

The pregent requirement that a pro-
powil eannot go to the hpuse of repre-
sontatives except by a two-thirds vole
of the members of the senate Is re-
strictive In the sime way upon the right
of Initlative. It is inconsistent alko with
the fact thmt only a majority of the
senate in the next legislature l= required
to concur in the propasal. There I8 nao
good reason why the proposal of con-
stitutional changes ahould be more JdiM-
cult than their adoption. Proposn] One,
therafore, niso changes the vota of the
genate necessary to propose amendments
from two-thirds to a majority, the same
as I required In the house of represen-
titives the first session and n both
houses upon concurrencs the next sesulon,
and of (he vote of the people upon finul
adoption.

PROPOSAL TWO

That Artigle (110 of the Amendments
o the Constitution be amendsd o redad
s follows:

SArtiele (11 Every blll which s=hasil
have passed the senute and house of
repreaentatives, shall, before It becomes

n lnw,
he approve, he

be presented to the governor; If
shall sign 1t: If not. he
shall return it, with his objections in
writing to the house |n which It shall
have originated: which shull proceed to
regongider 16 1, upon such recanylders
atlon, two-thirds of the members prigent
af the house shull pase the bill, v shall,
together with the ohjectibne, bé sent to
the other house, by which it shill, Jlke-
wise, be roconsldered, and, If approved
by two-thirds 4f the members present ol
that house, |t shall become o law * * 0
(Remalnder of Article sume ax now.)

Our constitution contemplates that the
governor shall have a volce In leglelation
by means of a veto power, The veto
power given him by the lth article of
the amendments s not substantinl and
practically of |ittle effect, The wime mi-
Jority which originilly passed the bill
can pass it over hie objection.. The re-
wult {8 that wvetoes by governors have
sometimes recelved but scant consider-
ation and governors have often refrained
from risking a veto which had so little
efMect,

It is & curious fact that while the veto
poweér has declined untll It has be-
come practically nonsexistent in Englund,
whence we take so largely our institutions,
In this country It has been preserved and
Its use by the executive (nereasingly sus-
tained by publle sentiment. The reason
is not far to find. In England the crown
I# hereditary and hence not representa-
tive of the people In the sense that the
parllament 1s; but in thls country the
president as an elective officer I8 Just as
representative of the people as congress
and the governors of states as thelr re.
spective legislutures. Indeod, while our
ponators and representativen are elected
by only local constituenty the governor is
elected by the whole people,

The constitution of the United States
nnd of thirty-two of the states require a
two-thirds vole to pass o bill over a
voto, some two-thirds of all the membors
and some only two-thirds of those pres-
ent. If the governor In to have i constl-
tutlonal part In lawmaking, and we be-
lleve suah I8 the desire of the prople and
that it s & wise provision, then more
than a majority should be required to
puss o bill over his objection.

PROPOSAL THREE.

That Sectlons 1, 2 4 and § of Article
M) of the amendments to the Constitu-
tion be amended to read as follows:

“Article (24), Bection 1. The general
sssembly shall meet blennlally on the
firat Wednesdiy next after the first Mon-
day of January, beginning In A, D, 185

“Hectlon 2 The governor, leutenant
governor, tressurer, secretary of wtale,
nuditor of accounts, senators, town rep-
reaentatives. asslatant Judges of the
county court, sheriffa, high ballifts,
stute's attorness, Judges of probiate and
Justices of the peace, shill be elocted bi-
vaninlly, on the first Tuesduy next wfter
the firat Monday of November, beginning
in A D, 1814,

“Spetlon 4. The term of office of sens
wtors and town representatives shall be
two yéars, commencing on the firat Wed-
nesday next after thoe first Monday of
January following their election.

“Section 6, The term of office of the as-

. »
“wlthel s ;hlq.- -G‘-V-nl]..lll'-‘-‘ [

wistant Judgoes of the county court, shers
1w, high b I11ers, Blale's  ALLOrnoys;
Judges of probate and Justives of Lthe
peaee, shall e two years, and shall coms-
monce on the first duy of Febiruary noxt
after thelr slection'

and that a pnew section, to bt KNown as
Bection 6, be added an follpwa:

“HBeotlon B The perdons who shall be
soverally elected in A2 to the offices
mentioned in Uhis article shall hold such
oMoes untll the term of thelr Bucoessorn
looted the Mrst Tuesday next after the
first Monday of November, A D 1908 shall
begin as hereln provided.'

It hidw been suggested that the result of
our Beptember electlon In presidentind
yvieurs was something of an index of the
tendency throughout the country of the
presidontinl election (o follow.. Fossibly
bolding our state election thus In ad-
vance of other atidted gives Gk some po-

Huickl Importance;, but It hardly could
be  snld  that such  a  consideration,
whethor Imeginary or roal, ghould ma-

terlully affoct a matier of stkte conven-
lence hnd economy.

It would save the epxpenne and trouble
of two electlons in presidentinl yveuars (o
follow the practice of anlmost every other
gtnte and hold our freemen’s mesting on
the fiest Tuesdoy after the first Mohdiry
of November

Such 4 change would naturally require
the geners!l aspembly to convene early lh
Jinuary, which a8 almowt the universal
practice of the other states. Thut dute
ought to be equally If not more convenis
ont for members and others who attend
upon  the leglaluture. 1t s understood
that one of the orlginal reasons for Oo-
toher menslons wak (o avold the incon-
venlence of winter travel. With the ad.
vent of railronds that reason s oo longer
potent,

A change of diate of the frecmen’s mest-
Ing and of the session of thae genvral as-
sembly would pecéssitate s change in
the beginnlng of the term of oertaln of-
Aoers.  The governor and other state
offloers electedd on the ticket with him
collld begin thelr term o8 now, when the

| goneral assembly  has  canvassed  thelr
voles and declared thelr eldction and
they have quulified (Amend, Art 2,
Beo. ) The torm of ofMiees Of sénitors

and town representatives could niso begin
ne now on the day appolnted for the
murting of the genemnl assemibiy The
term of oMice of assistant Judges of the

county ocourt, sheriffs, state's ptiorness
Judges of probite and Justives of thi
pence, which now begin December  Ist,

could not begin until after the heginning
of the sesslon of the general assembly,
uy thelr votes have to be chnviessed angd
thelr #lection declared by o commities of
the generia]l assembly. (Amend, Art. )
February 1st seoms to be the earliest
practicable date and s as near the be-
ginning of the calendir yenr af the press
ent provision, which makes thelr term
begin December st

PROPORAL FOL'R

That Sectlon M of Chapter 2 of the
ponstitution bhe amendsd to rend as fols
lows:

“Hovtion 140 The votes and procesdings
of the general assembly shall be printed
(whsn one<third of the members of elther
house think It necessary), as s00n 4
convenlent after the end of each eexsinn,
with the yeus and pays of the house of
representatives on any question when
required by ten members and of the senata
when required by two senators, (except
where the votes shall b taken by bhallot),
In which every member of elther
hopse dahall huve & right to insert the
reasone of his vots upon the minutes'

[T E L]

The constitution now provides that ans
nne member of the genernl asdembly
imoining nt the time of the adoption of
the ponstitution the hours of reprosenta-
tives) may require the yeas and navs (o

b called upen any question. Thls pro-
vislon ut times has been abiked 1 oer
tiklnly  Invites dllatory tactics amd  puts

it within the power of an tndividual mem-
biér o unreasonably retard the
of business. 1t s within common knowl
edgoe that the veas and nays kre often
demanded for that purposse wlote

There s only one other state which
Eives one member that right, and that Is
the smtivte of Delivwire whowe lower houss
conslsten of onily  thirty-five members
Cther =tates which have any constitus-
tlonal provision on the subfedt requlre
more thin one member or else gome frac.
tion of the membership, like one-tenth,
one-gixth or one-fifth, In the beginning
the membership of the house of roprosen-
tatives was small and the right of one
member to demand the Yeus and navs
then was & very differsnt thing from per-
mitting It now.

The wmlzd of the house requires thiut the
right should appertain Lo a certaln nome-
ber of members fostend of w evertaln
fraction of the membership, otherwise
the determination of the fraction would
practically result In making the pame
delny oa the calllng of the year ind nayvs
[twelf.

PrirEris-

PROPOBAL FIVE

That Secfion 20 of Chapter 2 of the
Constitution b amended to read as fol-
lows:

“HSeotlon 20, No person ought! in any
cnse, or in any time, to be declared gulity
of troason or felony, by the legislature,
nor to hive his sentence upon conviction
for felony commuted, remitted or mitl-
gated by the legislature,”

And that Sectlon 11 of Chapter I be
amechded by omitting the words “und
murder’” where they occur thereln

Seotion 11 of Chapter 2, relating to the
powern of the executive, provides that
the governor “shall have power Lo grant
purdons and remit fines In all chses
whatsoever, exoepl Ln treason or murder;
in which they [he] shall have power to
grant reprieves. but not to pardon, until
after the end of the next sesslon of the
nssembly: and except I chses of Ime
peachment, In which there shall be no
remission or mitlgation of punishment
but by act of legislatlon™ The inference
is drawn from the nbove that the power
to commute sentence for murder, wWhich
Is withdrawn from the governor, wis in-
tended to be given to the general Assem-
bly, and the general assembly is acous-
tomed to exercise that right, If not by
inference from the passage guoted, then
under Ity unresteiocted soversign powers

The right to extend mercy 10 & permon
copvicled of murdier In the first degres
being withdrawn from the governor by
the constitution, Sectlon 266 of the Pub-
e Swatutes provides, In order to parmit
the legisliiture to extend such merey |If
It c¢hooxes, thut "no porson sepienced 10
piiffer the punishment of death shatl be
exeeuted previous (o the Nrst  dey of
January after the cloge of the sesslon of
the gonernl ussembly following such pon-
tenee.””

The exeeytion of o deiath sentence Is
therely  uspilly poEtponed from one (o
two voeurs, and an appeal to the legisla-
ture for commutition I8 priactieally als
wWinys mde The attorneys nnd friends
of the convicted man are not considersd
ts have exhausted Lbs defonse untll sueh
an appenl Is made gl Btrenuously press-
ed, The pesult v thai the cafe of every
porson corvicied. of murder i the first
degres must be threshed over Inthe log-
inluture, and the evidence and progeeds
inge Wre suppossd 10 be reviewed and re-
cansidered by & large Dbody, nelther
trained nor intonded for such work, If

the purpone of such review In (o see
whether any midtinke or ofror his been
made In the teinl, thnt Is purely o Ju-
Metnl  aliestion  and  shondd  appertaln
finally to the supreme court. I It ba A
question of mercy, It I8 1 principle oom-
mon to all American constiiutions that
wuch a guestion e axecutive and should
aprperinin o the governor or o pardoning
Boarsd

Thete bre ppecin] phd Justiniable roasons
why the power (o remit or mitignte puns
Ishiment in cnse of traawon or impoench-
ment might be taken from the Governer,
ns wieh  caxes often Invelve executlve
oMoere or eise effect the general publie
Kafety: but nelther of these ¢onsldors
ntlond applles to tho ouke of murder. The
condldoerntion of Individunl murder cases
by the logilnture (s an assamption of
aithet Judicln] or execttive powers, or
Both, and eontenry to the splirlt of Sce-
tlon & of Chapter 2 of the Constitution
which provides that “the legivlative, ox-
pitutlve and Judiclary departments shall
be separate and distinet, wo that pelther
oxercine the powern properly  bwlonging
to tha other”

1t 18 & fundamentsl prineliple of our in-
atitition that legisiptive bodies shall not
determine  Individunl  ohses of crime.
Boection 10 of Artiele 1 of the constitution
of the United Btates forbids any state to
“pase any bl of aitalnder' that |Is
Y legislative net which Infllets punish-
ment without s Judieinl teinl”  (Cum-
mings v, Missourl, 4 Wall, 2Ty And
Sectlon M of our constitution now  pro-
videa that no persan ought In any case,
or ol any time, to by declatesd gullty of
tréanon or felany by the legisiature’
The legisinture Is forbldden (o try A mun
for murder and there |4 no Justifieation
In principle for It to antry" him.

The present practior upder which all
convictions of murder in the first ds-
gree nre reviewed, and practieally must
bet reviewsd, by the legislatuyre s kub-
vernive of u very fundamental grinciple
af erimingl law, that puanishments In
order to be deterrent whould be quick and
mirn. It occuples the time of the legia-
lature with the conslderation, of ques-
tione upon which It s poorly Hited 1o
asn, It wrouses o morbid sympathy for
rotdemned murderars, unsetiles the falth
of the people in the resuits of murder
triale and tendm to make n spectacle of
the ndministration of justice It the
peaple of the state dexire 10 abollal eaps
ital punishment the leglsianture should da

g0 by 0 genern]l Inw and not by special
legislution In substantinlly every indl.
vidual case

If the power to commute, remit or

mitignte sentences in cases nf felony s
taken from the legislature as proposed
then the wlimination of the words “wnd
murder’’ from Section 11 becomes noces-
=ary. nx o cover all contingencies the
pawer to grant mercy ghould be  left
somew here
PROMIBAL NIX
That there be added to the Conatitu-
tion n néw Amendment o e known aws
Article (33, as follows;
“Article (28 Na senator of reprase-

tative phall, during the 1orm for which
he mny hive besn elected, be eligihle
1ty any ofMee, the election 1o which s

vadtand in the genernl assembly, nor shall
b be appointed to any clvil ofMee of
profit, which ahall have been created, or
the smolumentsy of which shall have befn
Inersased, during sach term: but this
lutter provision shall not be construed to
npplv ta any office sloctive by the peos
ple"

e long existing practice of membars

of the leglslntisre bheélng candidates for
election 1o offfce by the joint sassembiy
I8 wrong in principle and pernivious In

= Inflience It lemmens thelr Indepwnd-
enice A% leglelutors wrod mixes inoan uns
fortunnte wny elections amil leglalation,
which ought to by antirely dlspssociated
The practice = wlgo unfule to other candls
dates before the joint assembly who are
not members of the legislature

The appointment by the governor of o
member of the beglalature (o an offiog
whicly hus bein oroated or the silary of
whivh hasg been (nereassd during  his
verm 15 nino eontrary to one of the most
vomman provisions of American oonstis

tutions. SBectlon & Article 1 of the Valted
States eonstitution provides that ‘oo
Aenutnt G representialive ghall, during

the time for which he was elocted, bhe ap
pointad 10 any eivil ofMes under the nu-
thority of the 'nited Btates, whivch shall
hise heen crented, ar the aomoliments
whereof shall have been Inere g dur-
Ing =uch time This provisiion of the
federnl constitution or domething like It
Has oo established I thirty-seven
wtiles

Bichh s provision alime
Tovr our  [UTpsNe
election by the
peculinr o

I= nat saMeient
becnuse our svstem: of
neeembly, which is
Vermont amd a few ther

joint

stites, In more expapsd to phuse |n this
respeet  thin appointments by the ex-
ocutive The praposal recommended s

an eaxnet
the oonstitutlon

copy of Seetion 30, Article § of
of the state of Indliann
atil sestns Lo UA 1o mest all the pegulee-
menis

PROPFOBAL SEVEN

That a new Amaondment e
the Constitution
i, an follows

Article (3. No corporation shal] be
ot by special law or Its chartor ex-
tended, changed or amended, excopt those
for municipal, charltable. educational,
penal or reformatory purposes, which are
ta be pnd remaln under the patronngs or
control of the state: but the genernl as-
sembly shall provide by general laws for
the organization of all corparations here-
wirer 10 be created, Al general lnws
passnd pursuint to thix article may be il-
tered from time to time or repeiled.”

added to
to he known ns Articie

In 1M only 240 pages of the printed
laws wore devoted to public nots while 292
puges  were devoted 1o aots  granting
specinl  charters or amending existing
charters aof private and munielpal corpos
ratinns, In 1908 theee were 2680 pagen de-
voted to public actd and 471 pages to
specinl corpornte  legisintion in 1w
there wers X0 pages dovoted to public
nets and ME pages o specind cosrporate
leginlation

This specinl leglulation not anly makes
up the grent bulk of the printed lhws but
It occuples n goad deal of the times of
the leginlature which sught to be devoled
o genem] publle guestions It (8 quite
impossible for the legislature as 4 whole
te examine the detalls of apecinl corpor-
dte legislation. Tt is largely handled by
committeen, and thelr ideas of what s

essentin!l and non-essentinl  vary muoch
from session to sesslon.,
The result of specia) corpornte legls-

lution 1a the destruetion of all unlformity,
the granting oftentimes of privileges
which sught not to be granted, the omin-
glon in many  Instances of safeguards
which ought o be pressrvid, the cons
fuslon of guestions of brokd publie polley
with someone's deslre 1o gidn o special
privitege, and the diversion of the mind

of the legislature from itw real publie
duties.
The proper office of the legisluture in

this regarsd should e to carefully formu-
late reanonsble generpd corporation laws
the benefits of whigh shall be uniformly
avallable to all whis will comply with
thelr conditlons. Corporations of a ecer-
tain  kind require different  privileges
from corporationd of another kind; but
there Is no reason why all corpordtions
of the same claspg and under lke cons
Altlony should not enjoy the same privil-
egen There s no more reason why
corporations of the same class  should
have varyving rights and privileges than
there & why Individusls should have,
The secking and giving of speciel privil
cges to partloular corporations s one of
the groatest reproachos upon the corpo-
ratlon ayslem.

With some smull quallfications and &
few rocognizsd general exceptions, the
constitutions of forty-six wintes prohibit
tholr  Inglalators  from  passing  speclal
acts of Incorporation and require charters
to be obtsined under general laww, and

many of [hem prohiblt any speclal pris
vate corpornte Jegintntion The provie-
lonk of the different chnstitutions may be
groupsd under a few types.  The Lype
followed by most stutes Is that of the
1Hinoin constitution which Is substantially
the propospl recomended

In twenty-three or more states muniols
piul corporations ean only obtaln charters
under general laws, The granting of
onrrying charters to the numerous smndil

villages in this wiate, though not so ob-
joctlonable ps  ptivate oorpornte loggls-
Intiotn, 18 subject to muech of the same

criticlsm “Lome genem! munlelpal law
brond enough to meot the requiremonta
at Jonst of all villages would he very do-
wirable; but It hns not seemed 1o ua best
to Include in the nbove propodal any cons
ptitutions] Hmitatlon upon municlpal Ing.
Inlation,

PROPOEAL EIGHT

Thiat the annexed dreaft of a new Chap.
tef 2 of the Constitution marked Exhibit
1 tor such modification of It as may be
decided to most correctly express the ex-
Isting provisions) bs adopted 1o take the
plece of present Chapter 2 and the e#x-
Isting 28 articlen of amendment,

This proposal 15 hot Intended sither to
wdd to or take from the present consti-
thon ns now In force, but simply o put
It In convenlent and usable form

The existing constitution of Vermont
wid antoblished July 5 1793 1t bas been
amended five different times—in 1KE8, 1K6,
186, IR0 and  18K3 These pmendments
cover twenty-elght articles, some aof them
contalning more than one section

Article 10 of the amendments provides
that such paris and provisions only of
the constitution as are altersd or super-
anded by any of the Arst twelve articles
of amendment or are repugnant therelo
whall therenftur ceise (o huve effect.  Al-
thomeh unexproswed such In also the ef.
fect of 4ll later amendments  The am-
endmenis have never boen written in-
to the constitution; but the coanstitution
entire and the amendments sntirg are
printed together and what has bheen al-
tered or superseded by any of the amend-
ments or l= repugnunt thereto remalns
entirely & matter of Interprotation, ex-

cept the ied section speeifienlly abro-
gited by Amendmont  Article 265 S#de
tion 4.

O thie Tarty <thres mectlons of Chayter 2,
fourteen have been amendsd one or more
times, and of the twenty-eight artioles
of nmendment aix also have been amend-
pd. There are twenty sections or articles,
therefors, which no longer stand as they
read

Rectlon 8 W An  extreme oxample of
the extent to whivh these chanmges, un-
expressed in the toxt lself. have gone

This section relates to the pawers of the

Hiouse of Representatives and s still
printed In the constitution as originally
ndapted

L 1t provides that they
srvcand Thursday of
now & the HAret
fAmemh AFL 280

2 It provides that they shal! be stvied

the genernl pssembly.  The correct fname

shill meer the
ixiraber The
Wednesdny of October

Ante

I8 the house of peprosentitives (Amend
Ari. )

f v provides that thes shall hase
fmwer 10 ohonke a secrvtirs of state
Amendment  Art. 10 provides that this
uMicder shall be ohosen by the joint We-
mernbly, atid Amendmetit At N pro-
vides that he =hall be eleoted by the
poople

4 It mives the house authority 1o wit

aty thelr own ad journment
Art 2 Timiis thelr right 10
oyt the consent of the
mors than three digys

Anmvndment
witjaurn with-
srnates 19 not

O It provides that they may annuslly
elect oortaln oMicers Thiat is pow his
whtlally, cAmend, Art 20 and 260

g I avides that thes  shall  elect
s in conjunctivg with the
couell. Thit i now In confunctisn with
the senate In Joint assembly,. (Amend
Art. 10}

T It pravides that the mny.  #leot
sheriffs,  These afMiers must be slected
by the people. TAmend, Ari 150

R It provides that they moay  elect

Juldges of probinte These oMoers mist
b elected by the people. (AmMend Art
T

0t previles  that they  mas  elect
Justless of the pence Thewe GMcers are

elprted b the peaple fAmend Art. 1K)

10, Jt priwides that they may
Judges of the county court The pssintant
Jjudges pf the urts  mitst b
dlected by fAmemd, Art 1I4)

sttt

county

the peaple

i It provides In frart af the sec-
tiat that they may  preqpore. bills and
enet thom  Intos laws, It soothier that
they may grant arters wnl in still ane

other that they ahinl have oli
e T
free and saverelen
do  thope wrd
power only In coneurre:
ate. TAmond Art 20
The resull = That If one Turns to Beo
tion & 1 = what the fowers af the
Hatkse of representutives o T 'widl il
thit It stntes them Incorreetly in pt luget
eloven particulars, npr cdn he pscertpin
whut the triuv agnee of Secllon 8 8 at
prosent until he hns carafolly studied the
some In conpneotion with ten SMfferent
nmemdments. The courts and the bar can

ather pow
vssary for the legivlature of a

wlinle Thes

Boavie e

with

things

of courss determinge whit the constity-
ttonal provision on & glven poaint may be,
although some provislons by this ays-

tem of amendments have been left ob-
wenre: but 10 the avernge lavman Chap-
ter 2 of the Canstipution nnd its amend-
ments abound in ineonsistencies, and s
parts are unintelligible (o thoae wha are
not tmmined In detormining whether one
provision technloilly supersedes another
or s réepugnint thereto

The fundamental law of the siate,
which ought to be the simplest and mowt
easily  understomd of all, Yas by the
process of years become the moapt com-
pHested.  As a hand-book for students,
and surely an scouaintance with the con-
wiftution of our stnte ought to be a part
of the education of at least svery high
schoal student, It 1s most unsatisfactory.

In the last ffty years we hive been
compelled o rewrite aur public statutem

four timea, In 1RE2, 1880, 1884 and 1904,
simply for the purpose of convenlently
and Iogleally wrlting Inta the statutes

the nmendments then exlating, The same
considerations which make that dealr-
able and necesmary In the case of the
stntutes make It even more desimble and

necesnnry In the case of the conwtitu-
tlon,
The draft submitted {8 Intended to bhe

n #imple expresulon of the chapler with
ita amendments ax (1t In fact now s,
preseeving so fur as possible s aroh-
ale langunge, but re-arranging the order
of sectlons 8o as to group together those
which relate to one subject

CONCLUBION

We recognlze that the foregolng pro-
posals will undoubtedly seem Lo some Lo
go too far and to others not 1o go far
enough: but we unanimously recommens
them to the careful considerntion of the
next legivlature and of the people of the
state. There Ils ground for honest Aif-
feronce of opinion as 1o some of the de.
talls of the present plan of government
There are some incongrulties whioh if
the constitution were being gonerally
revined it would probably bée thought best
to remove: and there are other pife-
guards than those we have recommendad
being introduced into the chpstitutions
of other states which might porhaps
profitubly be brought into our own. We
have not, however., thought 8 best o
propose too much,

In the first pluce, although the word-
Ing in the resolution is broad enough to
permit us o muke any proposals we
choose, In fact Its spirlt dld not con-
tomplite that we were to attempt any
goneral revislon of the constitution, A
general rovision should be the work, f
not of the constiiutional conventlon, st
lsist of & commisdon of generml and
very repressntitlve character knd em-
body the result of full. dellbernte and
apen public discussion,

In the next place, Wé¢ are hot per-
sunded that there In In fact at the pres-
ent time and under present conditions
B necemslty for any such general revis

fon. If the tme jock clausg Is olfminated
(sec Propomal One) nwnd the possitility
oxists of inltinting amendments ut nny
wesslon of the loginlnture, the discoassion
of oonstitutional questons will be on-
cournged, and whenever the paopls desire
m ogenaral revison or o rndical change
will be maniferted In some plaln way,

To ahorten thin report, and for the
purpone of the report only, the form of
the proposnl i (oo some cawes indientod
without actunlly reprinting In full the
section e propoked ta be amended, 1f
the praposgls or any of them are aps
proved by the legisliitire they shonld
expross the sectlons In full as amonded,
In the way now mont comeonly necepted

for the expresslon of any  amendment
olther to constitutions orF stitutes, In
Thist way any amendments adopted oan

b inkerted In thele proper plice
oput being lert to be [nterpreted in, and
the difficulty in that regard with the
present amendment will be avolded
It Proposal Elght should be approved
and submitted, then the other proposals
should bhe wo stated that they would not
only sutomuatichlly ML Into the presant
Chapter 2 and Amendmenis, but  alwo
Into the revined Chapter 2 if 1t sahould be
adopited
We recommend that all amendments be
submitted Individually so that the re-
Jeotion of one miy not nedesdurily In-
volve the rejection of the others
Respeotfully submitted,
FRANK ¢ PARTRIDGE
FRANK L. GREENE,
ALLEN M PFLETCHER
WILLIS N. CADY
MATTHEW G LEARY

wilh-

VERMONT GRANITES.

Bulletin by T. Nelsen Dale Sent Out by
U. §. Geological Survey.

Although
wints and
Yermont,”

written primarily for geolo-
quarrymen, “The dranites of
by T. N, Dale and published
in bulietin form by the Unlted States
geologloal wurvey, nevertheless contains
much of generdl Interest to the public
and particularly to those sections which
are Intimately unsociated with the busl-
ness of digging granite out of the earth,
mass the Barrs Times

The muterial for the publlcation was
mostly gathervd by Col, Dale during the
summer of 1007, and granite men through-
out the state will recall hils visiis to them
The results of his exnmmation=  and

sludios  at that tite are nosw  embodied
in a pamphiet of some one hubdred and
thirty pigen, which 1= diviisd Into two

Pltis, OF soctlond. ViE, ) the sdlentith
Mixcussion of Vermont granliis andoby (o '
renniamie discunsion of them
'he firat section & us the
Riven up Yo a gedgraphil
1he graniles

nnme impiies
Arratigeinent of
W Eonerinl pertrographsy of the

formations, the relutions hetwi e v |
rigpue Ritwds, and san outline mersly of the
Eelogic himtory of The graniles e
secomd  part e wvonamic, iake wp. the
granite Alstriv ehd des ribes in compnet
form each quarry w!i is Hiow  belng
OopErated

In trenting the subject fram e solern

e snndpoint, e guthor fnds that the
granite of Vermant s contined 1o the
vil#tnrn seotion of the state and that there
ire fourteen distrcis, which mis e g

merated as follows Ihesw b in tirldans
vounty; Newark, Rirby, Hardwiok, RByve-
Riutle and drston in (falédonias  county,

Woodbury tincinding & prospect o Crbsal),
Calals and Warre In Washington county
Randolph In Oringes county; togethior with
a few gquarties o WHLimstown wlilvl
Urd a part of the Harre siesin Hethsl
Riwhestor Wl Wind=or In Winsor
countsy i and Dummerston in - Windhim
vounty The xgrunigs belong to three
Kraups. ktown to sclentists as blotite
Nuarte monxonite= and horn-bBemlv-augite
Branitya I'here L= only one of the last
named. the gresic Windsor granite, w
the must ftumerous e the uarte moenox-

wes, Invludinge the wilte granltes of Hethe-
ol wolph, RBochester, the very lgat
ETihy Of Dummerston, the grad of Ot
erbv. droton, Hardwick «Buffalo Bt
Kirb south Ryegite inclaling:  Top-
shnm Biotite grunite |= found In Harre
*al Woodbury and Newark  pink)
The puthor goes into sclentific discussion
of the varlous Kinds angd treats of thelr

probable formation

The economic diviaion of the pamphilet
I devorsd o b constdermllon on all the
operated guarties in tae fourteen dimricts,
there twing some seventy. of which over
forty are in Harry The shameteristics
of the stone fourd i esnch quarry are
natned, the location of the quarries glven,
the general spuipment and the operntors’
fuunies Thin potrticn of the work s of
particulnr imerest L U 4T qunrryman
themselves, it s valuabic for genpral
eference I concluding the repart, Col
Ehile prevcnts o mass of fgures, giving the
rélmtive prices arked for the S arfons Kinds
il granite attill  statletion of prsluction,

shiowing 1thiut Vermont ed ol United
Htaten In 1S (he largest output Leing
from  Washitgton eouhs Taketh wita-
grthvr, it makes g very valpaldy contriag-
that Vermopnt's intereits |
Waste of Life.
The annual economis waste o the clty

uf New York from preventable disepse (&
entimated at S 0 The astimate I8
based on the pecord of slekness und death
from preventable diseases for ke period of
four years, lods In dellats belbg Ogured
o an swotuarial  computation of  the
prospect  of  Mfe  and  enrnings Tur-
nished by stute and insurance siatistl-
clans,  Contingent loses of sufferitig In
familles e ot fgured Into this esti-
mate Money spent in preventive effort,
providing pure alr und clear llght and
hialthiul surrobniings for  tenoment
dwaollers, |8 the best conservation polley
that the altiss of the country can snter
on. [t Is worth dollurs to save the trees,
wnd 1t s worth more dollars to save men,
women and ohildren.—[Boston Herald

First Autalst.—"Is that the saume nuto-
mobile you bought this spring?”

Second Autolst.—"All except the body
and thres wheels"—=[Catholic News

Hurry Ends B
in Indigestion

Use your teeth on your food or your
stomach will suffer, Quick lunches,
hurried eating, bolting food, are sure
to end, sooner or later, in some
form of indigestion, more or less
troublesome.

Seechamd

quickly relieve the distress caused
by hurried eating. They act direct-
ly on the stomach nerves and actu-
ally help the food to digest and
assimilate. They are particularly

ood for nervous dyspepsia, bloat-
ing, hiccoughs, bitter taste in the
mouth, and flatulence. With rea-
sonable care in eating, Beecham's
Pills will soon

Put an End to
Stomach Ills

THE REASON WHY

in

IS TH

BEST STRENGTHENING TONIC

for Feeble O1d People, Delicate Children, Wealk, Run-down
Persons, and to Counteract Chronic Coughs, Colds and
Bronchitis, is because it combines the two most world-famed

tonics — the medicinal, stren,

ening, ents

y-building

of Cod Liver Oil and Tonic Iron, without oil or grease,
tastes good, and agrees with every one,

We return your money without question if Vinol
does not accomplish all we claim for it.

WILFRED F. ROOT, Druggist, Brattleboro.

R. J. KIMBALL & CO.

7 Nassau St. New York,

Investment Securities

Mors Than 35 Years' Membershi
In the NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE.

W. EUGENE KIMBALL.

LEEDS JOHNSON.

SHA

RUBBERS

NOT MADE BY A TRUST

Dokt e

For Sale by E. J. FENTON & CO. Incorporated

WHAT WE CAN DO.

We can sell you a dollar bottle of SEAVER’S
SYRUP OF TAR AND WILD CHERRY
COUGH CURE for 50 cents and if it is not the
best you ever used, bring the empty bottle back to
us and get your money back. We will give it to
you cheerfully and without argument.

W. F. ROOT, Brattleboro

Sold Everywhers, In boxes Mo, and 3¢,

1 realized.

No more. No less.

The Right Time To Invest

It is very hard to know when to buy most forms of investment.
We all hope to get them before a big rise but that hope is seldom

Any time you have funds is the time to buy a real estate mortgage.
If selected carefully by a responsible Company it is always worth par,
You always get safety and a larger income than
can be derived from any other gilt edge security.

Vermont Loan & Trust Company
F. B. PUTNAM, Gen. Agt., Brattleboro, Vt.

Seriptures a Child of Ten Should Know.

The proper meéthod of Bible study, savs
the Boston Witchman, s & tople gom-
manding great attention today through-
out tue ¢ntire country, The advocates of
different  systems  are  pleading thelr
merits with  great earnestness. Now,
whitever may be the Judgment of various
pErsons as to these rival clwims, we Im-
agine thut there can be (ittle differance
of opinion, among those who have given
the matter any attention, that there are
certain portione of the seriptures with
which all well-bred ohlldren should be
so familinr that thelr memories of them
are  practically letter perfect. They
should know them as they know the
multiplication table, Lot us eénumerate
some of the passages which a well-bred
boy or girl should have memorized ex-
netly:

The Ten Commandmentis

The Lord's Prayer.

The beautitudes, Matthew v 112

Trust In God, Matthew vi: 24-M

The two foundations, Matthew viii
M-

"I;ht parable of the kingdom, Maithew
xill.

The parable of rescue, Luke xv.

The pralse of love, I Corinthlans xiil,

T’Ell.' contrel of the tongue, James (il;
1-1

The ist psaim.

The 15th psalm.

The 214 pralm.

The 3th psalm.

The two paths, Proverbs iv: 43,

The way of lfe, John xly: 1.8

The heavenly clty, Revelation xxi: 10-13,
2.1 xxii: 16

Of courne this list might be greatly ex-
tonded, but it could not well be made
shorter, and It Is not so long that n
mother, begioning say ot the age ol
elght, cannot, within two years, have the
whole lodged In the child's memory, let-
ter perfoct. The preparation for life In-
valved In phyelcal and mental training Is
not supsrior to that Involved in the
closest famillarity with the very words
of the great passuges of the seripture. In
times of woaknoss, discourngement, hes-
tuncy and temptation the presonce of
these groal afMirmations In the mind will
be A strength and Inspiration and pro-
tection of the largest value,

Forty-seven lives s the toll of the sga
for the.year 108 from the Gloucester
fishing Neet, and, In addition, four vis-
weln, valued ut §40.000 were lost. As the
result, twelve women were made widows
and 2% children became fatherless,

Clear Policies
Reasonable Rates

General
Insurance
Agency

GEO. M. CLAY

Bank Block

Brattleboro Vermont

We Want Your Beef Hides

Calfskine, Horse Hides, Bheep Palts, Tal-
low, Bones, eto., and will pay you outside
prices therefor, We pay spot cash: we
pay the fralght; we pay full market value.
We want to arrange with some one In
every village where we have no agent,
to collect the above-named goods for um
and to sell Page's Perfected Poultry Food
und other pouliry supplles. We furnish
money with which to buy and we keep
our buyers thoroughly posted at all times
48 to market values. Write for full par-
tioulars.

CARROLL 8. PAQGE, Hyds Park, Vi

an
evel



